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To  John  Parker  ^^WJqhn  Rolle,  Efqis, 
Represent ATivEs/or  the  County  of  Devon. 

GENTLEMEN, 

"AVING  troubled  you  more  than  once 
of  late,  with  the  Thoughts  of  feveral 
Freeholders  of  this  County  on  public 
Affairs,  I  am  afraid  you  will  think  that  by  an- 
other Addrefs  I  incroach  too  much  on  your 
Time  and  Patience,  and  that  I  am  rather  im- 
pertinent in  taking  on  myfelf  to  fpeak  to  you, 
in  the  Name  of  others — But  it  is  become 
highly  neceffary  that  fome  one  lliould  fpeak 
and  think  too,  or  I  fear  it  will  foon  be  too 
late  to  do  either,  to  any  good  Purpofe.  The 
late  very  extraordinary  Event  of  the  Motion 
made  on  the  Day  of  Election  by  a  Noble  Peer, 
and  feconded  by  a  very  refpectablc  Gentleman, 
and  a  confiderable  Freeholder,  wili  be  the  Sub- 
jed  of  this  Addrefs  to  you,  and  the  Hiftory  of 
it  will,   I   think,    be  worth  the  Notice  of  the 

Public. Some  Freeholders  of  the  County 

thought  that  a  few  interefting  Points,  refpe6l- 
A  2  in;:^ 
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ing  the  Situation  of  the  Kingdom,  and  parti- 
cularly the  immenfe  Expences  of  Government, 
were  very  neceflary  to  be  confidered  ferioufly 
by  the  County,  at  fome  Public  Meeting,  and 
that  the  Opinion  of  the  Public  ought  to  be 
taken  on  them,  and  fome  Reprefentation  made 
of  them,  either  in  the  Form  of  Inftruclions  to 
the  Members,  or  of  an  Addrefs  or  Kemon- 
llrance. — I,  with  many  others,  thought  it  not 
improper  to  give  our  Thoughts  to  our  Mem- 
bers in  the  Shape  of  Inliiruftions  ;  and  having 
often  experienced  the  NeccfTity  of  fome  Prepa- 
ration before  the  Day  of  Meeting,  took  the 
Liberty  to  difperfe,  through  the  County,  my 
Sentiments  in  that  Form,  that  the  Subject 
might  be  digefted,and  a  great  deal  of  Time.fav- 
ed  at  the  Meeting.— Whether  I  arrogated  to  my- 
felf  too  much  in  doing  this,  or  not,  I  fubmit 
myfclf  to  the  Opinion  of  the  Public,  and  fhall 
be  ready  to  abide  by  their  Dire6lion  in  future.-— 
The  fubmitting  thofe  Thoughts  to  the  Public, 
had  this  good  Effecft ;  they  knew  what  was  to 
be  done,  employed  their  Thoughts  on  the 
Subjed,  and  fome  Gentlemen  of  the  County 
thought  it  the  moft  prudent  Method,  to  con- 
fine our  Complaints  to  as  f^w  Pleads  as  pof- 
(Ible,  and  to  drqp  every  Part,  except  what  re- 
lated 
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latcd  to  the  Raifing  and  the  Expenditure  of  the 
I'ublic  Money,  in  every  Shape  in  which  a  Mif- 
application  of  it  had  been  found. — With  this 
Idea  it  was,  as  I  underftood,  pretty  well  agreed, 
that  the  Subject  of  Confideration  Ihould  be 
confined  to  this  Propofition,  or  rather,  to  this 
Head  of  Complaint.  A  new  Member  for  the 
County  being  to  be  chofen  on  Tuefllay  the 
4th  of  January,  and  a  numerous  Meeting  ex- 
pected that  Day,  it  was  thought  that  when  the 
Bufinefs  was  over,  for  which  the  County  was 
called  together,  it  would  be  no  improper  Time 
for  mentioning  in  the  Court,  the  Requcft  to 
the  Sheriff  to  call  a  Meeting  at  another  Day, 
for  confidering  the  Bufinefs  itfelf. — A  very 
worthy  Gentleman  was  confulted,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, on  the  Propriety  of  doing  this  at  that 
Time,  who  gave  his  Approbation  of  a  Meet- 
ing to  confider  the  Propofition ;  but,  as  the 
Court  was  then  very  full  and  crouded,  and 
many  People  there  who  were  not  Freeholders, 
he  recommended  that  it  lliould  be  mentioned 
after  Dinner,  and  offered  to  fecond  it  himfelf, 
if  the  Noble  Lord  would  move  it.— rSuch  a 
Propof:il  coming  from  that  Gentleman,  left  no 
Room  for  Hefitation,  what  fhould  be  done. 
It  was  at  once  accepted  and  approved  of,   and 

on 
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on  that  Day  after  Dinner,  the  Hon.  Lord 
made  the  following  Motion,  and  gave  his  Rea- 
fons  in  Support  of  it,  which  was  feconded  by 
the  other  Gentleman,  and  a  few  Words  faid  by 
him  on  the  Subjeft — "  That  the  Sheriff  be  re- 
**  qiieffcd  to  call  a  County  Meeting  to  confi- 
"  der  of  entering  into  Refolutions  for  inftriift- 
*'  ing  the  Members  of  the  County,  to  obtain 
*'  an  Enquiry  into  the  lavifli  Expenditure  and 
"  Waile  of  Public  Money,  and  the  lliameful 
•'  Method  of  accounting  for  the  fame,  toge- 
*'  ther  with  the  Abufe  of  Contracts,  the  Su- 
*'  perfluous  Emoluments  of  Placemen,  and  va- 
**  rious  other  Perverfions  of  the  Public  Trea- 
"  fure,  at  a  Time  of  the  moft  imminent  public 
**  Difficulty  and  Diftrefs,  and  when  our  Ene- 
*^  mies  are  carrying  on  a  War  by  Means  of 
"  Oeconomy,  and  an  aftual  Retrenchment,  of 
"  unnecefTary  Places  and  State  Emoluments ; 
"  and  liicewife  to  fliew  our  Inclinations  to  do 
*'  Juftice  to  ourfelves,  and  Service  to  our 
*'  Country,  by  fupporting  fo  juft  and  nccclTary 
"  an  Enquiry." — How  great  was  my  Surprize, 
as  well  as  of  many  other  Freeholders,  to  find 
an  Oppofition  made  to  fo  reafonable  a  Propo- 
lition,  as  the  Calling   a   County  Meeting  to 

confider 
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confider  of  a  Matter  of  fuch  Importance, 
which  every  Perfon  prefent  iinanimoiifly  de- 
clared, they  thought  a  great  Grievance ;  and 
the  greater  was  my  Surprize,  as  it  was  at- 
tempted to  be  damned  in  the  Outfet  by  a 
broad  No,  and  without  One  Reafon  given 
againft  it,  except  the  Inutility  of  it,  becaufe 
the  County  Members  were  both  prefent,  and 
would,  from  that  Meeting,  know,  and  htfuf- 
Jiciently  infiru^ed,  that  Oeconomy  was  neceffary 
to  be  recommended,  and  therefore  no  other 
Inftr unions  or  Meeting  ivere  necejjary. — The  An- 
fwer  given  to  that  Argument  you  have  already 
been  informed  of,  in  Trewman's  Paper  of  the 
7th  Inftant,  and  was  in  Subftance, 

I  ft.  That  no  Notice  had  been  given  of  any 
fuch  Motion  to  be  made,  or  any  Bufinefs  dif- 
cuffed,  on  that  Day,  except  the  Election. 

2dly,  That  a  Time  of  Feftivity  and  Rejoic- 
ing, was  a  very  improper  Time  for  confidering 
fuch  a  Bufinefs,   and  efpecially  after  Dinner. 

3dly,  The  Difcuffions  and  Refolutions  on 
fuch  a  Bufinefs  concerned  the  whole  Kingdom, 
as  well  as  this  County,  and  therefore  ought  to 
be  v/ritten  and  made  public,  that  other  Coun- 
ties may,  if  they  pleafe,  follow  our  Example. 

However 
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However  the  DifcufTion  of  fuch  a  Matter, 
at  fuch  a  Time  as  this,  foon  brouo-ht  on  a  ge- 
neral  Confufion,  and  it  ended  in  doing  no- 
thing, or  coming  to  any  Conciufion  at  all ; 
though  all  the  Company  at  the  fame  Time  de- 
clared it  was  a  very  right  and  proper  Thing  ; 
that  our  Expences  were  very  great,  and  Oeco- 
nomy  the  only  Thing  which  would  fave  us — I 
defire  it  may  be  underftood,  that  I  don't  mean 
to  condemn  any  Man's  Opinion — I  have  an 
Opinion  ol'  my  own,  and  I  fhould  be  very  de- 
ficient in  Decency  and  good  Manners,  if  I  did 
not  give  to  every  Man  the  fame  Privilege  of 
thinking  for  himfclf,  which  I  affume  to  myfelf. 
— But  you  will  obferve,  that  the  Queflion  in 
Agitation  that  Day,  v/as  not,  what  fliould  be 
done  by  the  County  at  the  Meeting  when 
called,  but  whether  the  Sheriff  fliould  be  re- 
quefted  to  call  one.  The  Sheriff  behaved  very 
fairly  and  impartially  on  the  Occafion  j  he 
wiOied  to  have  it  done  unanimouOy,  and  was 
only  anxious  not  to  offend  any  Perfons ;  he 
wifhed  to  oblige  the  Public,  and  to  give  them 
an  Opportunity  of  declaring  their  Sentiments 
on  the  public  Afi^airs  of  this  Kingdom. 

Why  fuch  a  Meeting  was  oppofed,    I  am  at 
a  Lofs   to  conceive,    unlefs  it  was  upon   this 

Prin- 
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Principle,  which  we  have  formerly  heard  of 
**  Thofe  Matters  are  too  high  for  youy  and  I 
will  not  have  them  difcuffed  by  you."  But 
fhall  that  County,  who  firil  hofpitably  re- 
ceived our  glorious  Deliverer,  who  refcued  us 
from  the  woril  of  Tyrannies,  a  Tyranny  by  a 
Reftraint  on  our  Thoughts  and  Sentiments ; 
and  that  City,  who  firft  received  him  into  her 
Bofom,  fodged  hiiri,  and  carefled  him  92  Years 
ago,  now  oppofe  evet-y  Principle  of  Liberty, 
which  he  came  to  fupport,  and  this  in  the 
Reign  of  King  George  the  Third,  whofe  Title 
to  the  Crown  depends  on  that  Event.  Let  it 
never  be  entered  on  the  Records  of  the 
County  i  blot  it  from  your  Memory,  and  let 
it  be  totally  loft  and  forgotten  !  However,  fo 
it  happened,  and  I  am  willing  to  fuppofe  that 
the  Oppofers  of  the  Motion  for  the  Meeting, 
had  their  Reafons  for  fo  doing,  and  therefore  I 
beg  Leave  to  give  my  Reafons  to  you,  and  to 
the  Public,  in  Juftificatioa  of  fuch  a  Meeting, 
and  of  the  Bufinefs  already  begun  by  the 
County  of  York,  neceffary  to  be  confidered  at 
fuch  a  Meeting  when  called  ;  or,  in  other 
Words,  what  Right  the  People  of  England 
have  to  meet'  and  confult  on  their  own  Situa- 
tion, and  if  they  find  themfelves  aggrieved,  to 

B  "  re* 
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reprefent  their  Grievances  to  their  Sovereign, 
or  to  in{lru6l  their  Members,  and  to  endea- 
vour, by  all  proper  legal  Methods,  to  get 
them  redrefled.  I  truft  that,  in  this  Age,  it 
will  not  be  difputed,  but  that  the  People  have 
Rights:  That  the  King  is  the  Chief  Magi- 
ftrate,  but  that  all  his  Rights  are  derived 
from  the  People,  and  for  their  Good,  and 
that  he  is  their  Truflee,  and  is  to  act  for  their 
Sake  only.  Thefe  are  the  Sentiments  and 
Principles  of  an  Engl'fhman,  and  were  con- 
firmed and  eftabliflied  at  the  Revolution,  and 
I  hope  will  never  be  fhaken.  They  are  fully 
difcufled  and  approved  by  Mr.  Lock,  one  of 
the  beft  and  honefteil  of  Mankind,  and  if  it 
is  doubted  by  any,  I  refer  hirn  to  that  great 
Authority  for  Conviftion.  If  this  be  fo,  and 
the  fupreme  Magiilrate  is  no  more  than  a 
Trullce,  delegated  by  the  People  for  the  Be- 
nefit of  the  Society  over  which  he  is  to  prc- 
fide,  and  for  whofe  Benefit  alone  he  is  to  adl, 
who  will  fay  that  the  People  have  not  a  Right 
to  reprefent  their  Complaints  and  Grievances 
to  fuch  a  Sovereign,  or  to  the  legifiative  Au- 
tliority,  which  in  Fadl,  in  this  Kingdom,  i? 
the  fupreme  Authority  ;   and  what  fhall  we  fay 

ro 
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to  thole  who  would  wifh  to  deprive  the  Peo- 
ple of  that  Right,  or,  which  amounts  to  the 
larne  Thing,  to  put  it  out  of  their  Power  to 
eicert  it.  Bur  fuch  is  the  Spirit  of  Party,  the  ' 
Defire  of  increafing  the  Prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  or  the  Attachment  to  minillerial  In- 
fluence in  this  Country,  which  cannot  be  very 
fmall,  when  the  Emoluments  to  them  in  Pla- 
ces, Perquifues,  and  Penfions,  is  faid  to  be 
above  Half  a  Million  annually  ;  that  the  Pro- 
pofal  was  treated,  as  if  the  Fate  of  the  County 
and  Kingdom  had  depended  on  it.  But  per- 
haps there  are  fome  peculiar  Circumftances  at- 
tending the  Affairs  of  this  Kingdom  at  this 
Time,  which  ought  to  fufpend  the  Exertion 
of  that  Right  for  the  prefent  j  cfpecially  as 
we  are  faid  to  be  now  on  the  mending  Hand. 
One  Objefbion  matie  by  fome  to  the  Propofal 
is,  that  the  Public  ought  not  to  be  difturbed 
at  this  Time,  when  we  are  at  War  with  two 
great  Powers,  France  and  Spain,  and  Ame- 
rica, a  pretty  powerful  Opponent;  and  it 
may  be  added,  at  the  Eve  of  a  Rupture  with 
Holland,  and  the  Swedes.  To  this  I  anfwer, 
the  greater  and  more  powerful  our  Opponents 
are,  and  the  greater  the  Expences  of  Govern- 
ment are,  the  more  frugal  we  ought  t9  be  of 
B2  the 
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the  public  Money,  and  the  more  parfimonious 
inftead  of  being  more  lavilh  of  it,  and  more 
extravagant :  Yet  ia  the  Midft  of  thefe  Wars, 
we  have  encreafed  the  Civil  Lift  ioo,oool.  per 
Ann.  The  Extraordlnaries  of  the  Supplies, 
not  only  in  the  Army  Accounts,  but  in  every 
Branch  of  the  Expenditure  of  the  public  Mo- 
ney, are  increafed  confiderably  :  The  Penfion 
Lift  is  enormous  ;  the  fecret  Service  Money 
amazing  j  and  what  is  worfe  than  every  Thing 
befides,  a  great  Part  of  thefe  Expenditures  are 
either  not  accounted  for  at  all,  or  under  fuch 
general  Articles,  that  they  afford  no  Satisfac- 
tion to  the  Public,  which  isjuft  the  fame  as  if 
not  accounted  for  at  all.  The  National  Debt 
by  thefe  Means  is  fwelled  to  near  two  Hun- 
dred Millions,  funded  Dcbt^  befides  a  mon- 
ftrous  Navy  Debt  unfunded,  at  ill.  per  Cent. 
Difcount  for  Navy  Bills,  all  raifcd  on  the  Peo- 
ple by  LTfury,  and  fupplied  by  Jews  and 
Stock-Jobbers,  with  Douceurs  in  all  Shapes  -, 
yet  the  People  on  whom  thefe  immenfe  Sums 
are  raifed,  are  not  to  fpeak  at  this  Time  left 
the  Repofe  and  Slumbers  of  the  Public  fliould 
be  difturbed  in  Time  of  War  ;  and  left  by 
this  Means  our  Military  Operations  fliould  be 

theck'd 
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check'd  at  Cox  -  Heath,  Warley  -  Common, 
and  Buckland-Down  ;  that  our  Fleets  may  air 
themfelves,  undifturbed,  from  Portfmouth 
and  Plymouth  to  the  Scilly  Ifles,  and  back 
again :  I  may  add,  that  our  Miniiters  may 
roll  daily  to  Bufhy-Park,  and  their  other 
Villa's  ;  and  that  the  firlt  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty may  fing  Catches  at  Midnight,  without 
being  broken  in  upon,  in  his  retired  Hours. 
As  to  the  Affairs  of  the  Public  growing  better, 
I  wifh  I  could  fee  any  Caufe  for  thinking  that 
Part  of  the  Argument  true  in  Fa6t.  In  what 
Part  of  the  World  are  our  Public  Affairs  grow- 
ing better  ?  they  are  juil  the  fame  in  America, 
excepting  that  we  have  been  obliged  to  aban- 
don, as  not  tenable,  and  except  that  the  French 
and  Americans  have  not  fucceeded  in  taking 
the  Fort  at  the  Savanna,  owing  to  the  Bravery 
of  our  Officers  and  Soldiers  there,  whom  I 
cannot  fufficiently  commend,  nor  commiferate 
enough  their  Hardlhips. — Their  Sufferings  are 
great,  and  Labours,  I  believe,  all  in  vain.  If 
the  Frenoh  had  fucceeded  in  that  Enterprize, 
I  fuppofe  the  whole  of  the  American  war  would 
have  been  at  an  End,  and  our  Army  there  would 
have  infallibly   been  made  Prifoners  of  War, 

or 
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or  Ibeen  cut  to  Pieces.     We  have  loft  Two  of 
our  Weft-India  Iflands,    and  our  Fleet  hath 
been  beat  off  there  by  the  French,  and  yet  af- 
fairs are  faid  to  be  better.     The  war  is  like  to 
be  protraded  by  fome  late  Incidents  ;  our  Ex- 
pences  by  that  Means   increafed,   and  I   wifti 
fonae  other  and  very  powerful  Enemies  may 
not  be  brought  againft  us  very  foon,  without 
the  Addition  of  One  fingle  Ally.    But  the  Peo- 
ple muft  not  fpeak,   nor  the  Miniftry  be  inter- 
rupted or  awakened  from  their  Repofe  ;    the 
Nation  are  to  be  Bankrupts,   our  Trade  loft, 
and  the  Manufadurers  are  to  be  ftarved  ;   the 
Poor  Rates,  by  the  Maintenance  of  the  Fami- 
iies  of  the  Militia-men,  and  the  Poverty  of  the 
Manufafturers,    are   to  be  increafed  this  Year 
Two-fold,  and  every  Article  of  Expence  al- 
rnoft  doubled,   yet  our  Mouths  are  to  be  ftop- 
ped,  left  we  fhould  fee  our  Danger  too  foon. 
'Tis  for  this  Reafon,  I  would  wifti   the  Public 
may  he  alarmed  j   that  they  may  be  roufed  from 
the  Lethargy  they  are  got  into,  before  we  are 
funk  into  Perdition,  and  have  not  a  Foot  to 
ftand  on.     When  the  Enemy  is  at  the  Gate  we 
have  fome  Chance  of  keeping  him  out  j   but  if 
he  once  gets  in.  Farewell  England ;   FareweU 

Public 
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Public  Credit  and  Trade.  There  is  nothing 
fo  bad  for  a  Kingdom  as  Luxury  and  Supine- 
nefs  ;  We  have  them  both  upon  us  ftrong 
enoush,  God  knows  it. — When  Indolence  and 
Idlenefsj  Gaming  and  Luxury,  get  a  faft  Hold 
on  private  People,  it  foon  becomes  a  national 
Evil,  and  the  fame  Maladies  which  prevail  to 
a  Degree  among  the  People  in  general,  will 
foon  carry  its  InfecStion  to  the  State :  Their 
Rcfources  will  foon  be  run  out,  and  we  fhall  be 
made  an  eafy  Prey,  by  a  watchful  Enemy,  who 
is  never  at  Reft,  and  who  never  (lumbers  nor 
fleeps. — This  is  the  true  State  of  our  Public 
Affairs,  and  to  remedy  them,  as  well  as  we 
can,  by  a  fober  and  ferious  Confideration  and 
Confultation  on  the  Means  of  remedying  fome, 
or  all  of  thofe  Evils,  I  hope  will  be  the  End 
and  Confequence  of  fuch  a  public  Meeting, 
which  I  heartily  wiih  to  fee  encouraged  by 
this,  and  eveiy  County  of  England. 

I  fear  I  trefpafs  too  much  on  your  Patience, 
but  I  have  only  One  Thing  more  to  fay  :— It 
is  given  out  that  this  public  Addrefs,  or  In- 
ftruftions,  are  encouraged  as  neceffary  and 
proper  at  this  Time,  by  thofe  who  are  anti-mi- 
nifterial  Men,  who  want  Places  themfelves, 
and,  CO  obtain  them,  wifli  to  inflame  the  Pub- 
lic, 
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lie,  and   to  difcredit  the  Proceedings  of  the 
King's  Minifters. — This  is  an  Argument  which 
will  ever  be  ufed  by  Men  in  Power  and  their 
Friend?,  who  do  not  defire   that  their  Opera- 
tions Ihould  be  difputed,    or    their   Condu6t 
overhauled. — I  can  anfwer  for  myfelf,   that  I 
hav\;  no  fuch  WiHies,  no  fuch  Views  in  what  I 
fay  on  this  Occafion.     If  there  are  any  who 
adopt   fuch  Principles,   and   encourage    thofe 
Wilhes  on  any  felfifh  or  finifter  Viev\'s  and  Mo- 
tives,  I  give  them  up  and  difavow  them  and 
their  Motives. — But  furely  it  is  no  Objecflion 
to  a  Plan,  good  and  proper  in  itfelf,  becaufe  it 
may  be  made  an  ill  Ufe  of  by  ill-difpofed  Peo- 
ple.— It  is  the  Meafures  of  Government  I  mean 
to  object  CO,  not  to  the  Men^  unlefs  they  juftify 
and  avow  pernicious  Meafures. — Thofe  who  do 
fo,  are  as  blameable  as  the  Meafures  complained 
of,  and  ought  to  be  removed,  unlefs  they  fee  their 
Error  and  purfue  a  different  Plan.     To  attain 
this  End,   is  my  only  View  and  Aim ;    I  care 
not  who   is  the  Minifter,    if  he  purfues  good 
Meafures,  and  confults  the  public  Good.     The 
King  mufl  have  Miniflers,    but  I  hope  he  will 
not  employ  or  fupport  any,   againft  the  Voice 
of  his  People,   and  a  Conviction  of  their  doing 
ill.     The  Principles  I  ad  upon,   are  thofe  of 

the 
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the  Revolution ;  I  mean  an  Oppofitlon  and 
Refifbance  to  Meaiures,  not  to  Men. — Thofe 
Principles  have  faved  this  Nation  Once  from 
Ruin  and  Slavery,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
Annerican  War,  we  £b.ouId  now  have  been  a 
happy  People. — If  I  a6t  on  wrong  Principles, 
I  am  open  to  Convi6tion,  and  wil)  alter  them 
when  I  am  convinced,  but  not  till  I  am  con- 
vinced. Thofe  who  cannot  point  out  better, 
I  hope  will  a6l  on  mine,  and  not  fufpeft  me 
of  felfifli  Views  or  Party  Attachments  i  I  de- 
clare I  have  none,   and  defpife  them. 

The  Inftruftions  which  were  fent  out  to  the 
Public,  were  on  Three  Points. — Perhaps  this 
County  may  wifh  to  have  them  more  confined, 
and  may  think  at  this  Time,  thr,t  the  great 
Expences  and  Demands  on  the  Public,  and  the 
Expenditure  of  the  public  Money,  lliould  be 
the  only  Subjeft  of  the  prefent  Inllrudions. — 
I  have  printed  them  at  the  End,  as  they  were 
originally  defigned,  and  now  take  the  Liberty 
to  point  out,  how  they  may  be  confined  to  this 
Grievance,  which  every  Perfon  feems  to  agree 
ought  to  be  redrefied;  and,  I  hope,  the  Gentle- 
men and  Freeholders  will  think,  that  this 
C  Qujihc 
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ought  to  be  adopted,  and  ferioufly  confidered  in 
as   full  a  Meeting,  as  the  Times  and  Seafons 
will  admit  of.     I  am,    Gentlemen, 
With  great  Regard, 

Your  mofl:  obedient. 

And  humble  Servant, 
A  DEVONIAN. 

To  John  Parker  ^W  John  Rolle,  Ejqrs. 

Representatives  ///  Parliament  for  the 

COUNTY   0/  DEVON. 

GENTLEMEN, 

WE,  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Freeholders, 
and  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  County 
of  Devon,  whofe  Names  are  affixed  to  this  Ad- 
drefs,  beg  Leave  to  tranfmit  to  you  our  Senti- 
ments on  the  State  of  the  Kingdom  in  general, 
and  of  this  County  in  particular.  We  make  no 
Apology  for  taking  this  Method  of  conveying 
our  Sentiments  to  you,  a;id  through  you  to  the 
Public,  becaufe  we  think,  that  to  the  Idea  of 
Conflituent  and  Reprefentative,  the  Privilege 
of  inflru fling  is  neceflarily  joined,  and  we  hope 
that  thefe  our  Sentiments  will  be  ferioufly  at- 
tended to  by  you,  and  that  from  your  Endea- 
vours and  Abilities  the  Mifchiefs  complained 
of  will  be  redrelTed. 
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This  [prinied  in  Italia,   and  within  Crotchets']  may  be 
omitted,    if  the  County  pleafes,  in  the  Inftru<5lions. 

\_JVe  think  that  the  great  Source  of  all  our  MiJ- 
fortunes,  (if  that  may   he   called  a  Misfortune 
which  has   been  brought   upon   its    iy  our   own 
Means)  is  the  War  with  America,     'The  unnatu- 
ral Contefi  with  a  People  under  the  fame  Govern- 
ment and  Laws  with   ourf elves  ;   the  Dijlance  of 
the  IwQ  Countries  from  each  other  j   the  very  ex- 
traordinary Expence  occnfioned  by  that  Difiance ; 
the  Want  of  Alliances  and  Afifiamce  from  any  One 
Province  of  that  extenfive  Country  ;  the  Lofs  of 
that  commercial  Connexion  which  before  thefe  Dif- 
ferences was  very  beneficial  to  this  Kingdom  ;   and 
she  Improbability  of  Succfs,  proved  to  us  by  fatal . 
Experience  and  various   Mifcarriagesj    are  fuch 
firong  Proofs  of  the  Impropriety  and  Difadvan- 
tages  attending  it.,   that  we  cannot  help  mojl  ear- 
7iefily  recommending   to  you^    by  all  prudent  and 
cautious  Methods  J   to  endeavour .,  as  much  as  you 
can,  that  an  End  be  put  to  this  moft  fatal  and  de- 
Jiru5iive  War. 

'The  Ina5livityy  and  indeed  Deficiency  of  our 
Navy  J  manifejled  to  all  the  World  by  the  Opera- 
tions of  our  Enemies  and  the  Dif grace  of  our  Fleets 
the  lafi  Summer^  is  an  alarming  Confideration  to 

the 
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the  whole  Kingdom. — Who  ivould  have  believed 
in  the  Tear  1760,  that  in  the  Year  1779  ^^^^ 
French  Fleet  would  anchor  before  One  of  our  prin- 
cipal Sea-ports  and  One  of  the  Bulwarks  of  this 
Kingdonty  and  would  drive  an  Englijh  Fleets  con~ 
fifii'f.g  of  near  Forty  Ships  of  the  Line,  from  the 
Mouth  of  the  Britijh  Chamiel  to  Spithead,  with  a 
crouded  Sail,  and  without  One  Attempt  to  engage 
them.  If  the  Commander  of  that  Fleet  had  proper 
Infiru5lions  from  Adminiftration  to  do  his  Duty,  as 
a  Britifo  Commander,  his  Condu5l  ought  to  be  en- 
quired into  ;  if  he  was  confined  and  limited  in  his 
Orders  and  Inflruclions,  the  Condu^  of  thofe  who 
advifed  fuch  Orders  ought  to  he  made  known  to  the 
Public,  and  their  Reafons  for  ijfuing  them  ought 
to  be  given. 

I'hc  Public  were  repeatedly  told,  that  our  Fleets 
would  be  fujjicient  to  protect  us  and  our  Colonies 
againfi  the  united  Force  of  all  our  Enemies  ;  the 
Supplies  granted  were  great,  and fufficient  to  fup~ 
port  fuch  a  Fleet  -,  the  Public  have  therefore  a 
Right  to  know,  why  they  have  been  deceived,  and 
why  juch  a  national  Dif grace  has  been  brought 
upon  us. 

Without  fuch  an  Inquiry,  what  Security  have 
we  to  expe^  a  better  Conduct  from  this  Admini- 
ftration the  next  Tear  ?   Or  what  tiopes,   that  the 

enormous 
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enormous  Supplies  now  to  be  grantedy  will  he  ex^ 
pended  to  any  greater  Advantage  than  thoje  grant- 
ed the  laft  and  preceding  Tears.'\ 

The  enormous  Expcnces,  and  the  great  na- 
tional Debt,  are  other  very  ferioiis  and  ftriking 
Circumflances,  and  Proofs  of  the  Mifmanagf- 
ment  of  Public  Affairs,  and  of  the  approach- 
ing Ruin  of  this  Kingdom. — What  Miniiler  in 
1740,  would  have  ventured  to  demand  from 
the  People  of  this  Country,  upwards  of  Twen- 
ty Millions  in  One  Year  ?  Or  what  Minifter 
would  have  then  thought  that  Great  Britain 
could  have  fupported  a  Public  Debt  of  near 
Two  Hundred  Millions  ? — The  Truth  is,  we 
had  then  Miniilers  who  confidered  not  the  Pof- 
fibiiity  of  raifing  fuch  Supplies,  but  the  Pro- 
priety of  making  fuch  Demands,  not  what 
England  could  doj  but  what  Ihe  ought  to  do^ 
confiftent  with  the  Trade  and  landed  Intereft 
of  the  Kingdom. — The  Event  has  proved  the 
Impropriety  of  fuch  a  Supply. — The  Intereft 
neceffary  to  difcharge  the  national  Debt,  now 
to  be  raifed  annually,  is  as  much  as  the  whole 
Supplies  were  during  the  War  with  France 
and  Spain. — The  Nation  is  finking  under  the 
Public  Expences,  whilft  Individuals  are  en- 
riching 
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flchlng  themfelves  from  the  Diftrefics   of  the 
Public,  by  Loans  and  Contrpfts. 

The  trading  Part  of  tlie  Nation  are  becom- 
ing Bankrupts  daily  and  hourly ;  the  Land  is 
loaded  with  irnmenfe  Taxes  at  the  Time  when 
the  Civil  Lift  is  increafcd  One  Hii  idred  thou- 
fand  Pounds  per  Ajinuuiy  and  the  Places  of 
thofe  in  Adminifbration  are  almoft  doubled  in 
Profit  by  the  Advantages  accruing  to  their 
Employments,  from  the  great  Sums  raifed  on 
the  Public. 

We  cannot  but  obfcrve  to  you,  that  this 
Subje<5i:  and  another  of  equal  Importance,  the 
extraordinary  Demands  for  the  Supplies,  and 
the  DifTipation  of  the  public  Money,  have 
lately  undergone  public  DifcufTion  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  and  are  now  the  Subjefl  and 
Concern  of  the  whole  Kingdom.  Under  a 
feeling  Conviction  of  the  Neceflity  of  the  moft 
rigid  Oeconomy  in  future,  in  every  Branch  of 
the  Expenditure  of  the  public  Money,  we  re- 
commend thefe  Subjecfts  to  your  ferious  Atten- 
tion, and  we  conjure  you  by  every  Tie  which 
forms  the  Relation  between  us,  to  give  your 
ftrenuous  Support  to  every  Meafure  that  may 
conduce  to  the  Diminution,  if  not  to  the  Pre- 
vention of  the  unneceflary  and  ruinous  Profu- 
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fion,   with  which  it  has  been  too  frequently 
diiTipated. 

Thefe  are  Confiderations  of  too  ferious  a 
Nature  to  be  called  the  Suggeftions  of  difap- 
pointcd  Patriots  and  dlfcardcd  Placemen, 
Terms  now-a-days  given  to  every  good  Mea- 
fuie  p.-jpofcd  for  the  Reformation  of  national 
Evils. 

This  County,  we  hope,  has  fome  Public 
Virtue  yet  remaining,  and  expefls  your  /  oft 
diii^'^ent  and  attentive  Application  to  effedaate 
a  Reformation  in  thefe  great  Articles  of  public 
Expence,  and  more  efpecially,  as  notwithftand- 
ing  all  Lhefe  great  Expences,  we  have  been 
told  lately,  and  the  Fad  fo  appears,  that  wc 
have  not  at  this  Time  one  Ally  to  aflifl  us  a- 
gainft  the  combined  Force  of  France,  Spain, 
and  America. 

Thefe  are  the  Outlines  of  what,  not  only  this 
County,  but  the  People  of  England,  have  a 
Right  to  exped  from  your  AfTiflance,  ai 
Members  of  the  Britijh  Parliament.  As  Repre- 
fentatives  of  this  County,  we  cannot  help  re- 
minding you  of  the  very  defedivc  State,  in 
point  of  Defence,  of  the  whole  County  on  the 
Sea-Coaft,  and  oi  Plymouth  in  particular,  at  a 
Time  when  we  had  been  threatened  with  an 

Invafion 
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Iiivafion  from  abroad,  and  alarmed  with  it  at 
home  for  near  Twelve  Months.  —  You,  Gen- 
tlemen, know  the  Situation  of  our  Coalls,  and 
of  one  of  our  Arfenals  at  that  alarming  Time, 
when  if  Providence  had  not  done  more  for  us 
than  we  did  for  ourfelves,  the  Dock  and  Ply- 
mouth might  have  been  deflroyed. 

The  Fa6t  is  too  well  known  here  to  be 
denied,  however  it  may  have  been  endeavour- 
ed to  be  palliated  elfewhere  by  Artifice  and 
Falfehood. 

£The  following  in  Italics  may  be  omitted  if  you  pleafe] 

\_Jfter  fuch  a  glaring  Injiance  of  Negle5f  and 
Inattention  to  the  Defence  of  One  of  the  principal 
ports  of  the  Kingdom,  as  well  as  to  the  State  of 
eur  Navy,  at  the  Time  cf  a  i't^nch  and  Spanijh 
War ;  who  can  place  any  Confidence  in  our  Rulers 
and  Governors,  when  the  Common  Means  neceffary 
for  the  Defence  of  the  Kingdom  are  thus  negle^ed 
and  defpifed  ?'\ 
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